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NEW CARROLLTON YARD 
 
Project Description 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), as the lead federal agency, and the Washington 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA), as the project sponsor, are preparing an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Landover and New Carrollton Yards Project, 
part of WMATA’s Metrorail system in Prince George’s County. This continuation sheet contains 
additional information for the New Carrollton Yard (“the rail yard”) section of the proposed 
undertaking. See Figure 1 for a project location map. The EA is being prepared in compliance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable federal and state laws, 
including the National Historic Preservation Act.   
 
WMATA plans to increase rail car storage and maintenance capacity on the Metrorail system. 
The expansion of New Carrollton Yard is part of WMATA’s larger system strategy.  
 
Proposed Improvements, New Carrollton  
The existing rail yard is approximately 25 acres in size and is located at 4440 Garden City Drive 
in Landover, Maryland.  The project would expand capacity at New Carrollton Yard through the 
construction of an additional 128 rail car storage spaces and support facilities.  Existing storage 
tracks used for maintenance-of-way (MOW) equipment would also be lengthened as part of the 
project.  The existing Service and Inspection (S&I) and Yard Control Tower functions would 
remain unchanged.   
 
The following facilities would be constructed within and adjacent to the existing rail yard if the 
project is implemented: 

• Sixteen storage tracks accommodating 128 rail cars:  
o Nine storage tracks accommodating 72 rail cars in the northwestern corner of the 

yard (referred to as the "northwest storage tracks"); 
o Seven storage tracks accommodating 56 rail cars in the northeastern corner of the 

yard (referred to as the "northeast storage tracks"); 
o Lead tracks for the storage areas; 

• One contractor storage track with access road in the southeastern corner of the yard; 
• Relocation of a universal track crossover 75 feet north from the existing location to 

accommodate the proposed contractor storage track (new location is adjacent to and east 
of the existing Traction Power Substation );   

• Extension of five existing storage tracks in the northeastern corner of the yard; 
• Reconfigured and expanded proposed employee surface parking in the north and east 

section of the yard;  
• New operations platform and a pedestrian bridge (connecting to the employee parking lot 

via an elevator/stair tower) serving the northwest storage tracks; 
• Relocation of the existing control tower from the center of the yard to the top of the 

elevator/stair tower at the location of the pedestrian bridge. The relocated tower would be 
approximately 40 feet high; and 
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• New operations building for the northeast storage tracks. 
The project would acquire property from Amtrak and the Maryland State Highway 
Administration (SHA) to accommodate the rail yard expansion.  New storage tracks would be 
constructed within the existing rail yard as well as on the Amtrak and SHA properties. 
 
The deck of the proposed pedestrian bridge will be approximately 17 feet above the existing 
tracks in the rail yard.  A roof over the pedestrian bridge will take the height of the top of the 
bridge to 29 feet above the tracks.  The height of the stair and elevator tower that leads to the 
pedestrian bridge, including the new control tower, will be approximately 36 feet above the 
ground surface within the rail yard. The tower will not extend above the height of the proposed 
new operations building at the new northwest storage yard, which will be 20 feet above the 
ground surface at its location near the SHA salt barn and existing Amtrak tracks. 
 
Existing Facility, New Carrollton Yard 
The existing rail yard was constructed in the 1970s and expanded in 2004 with new service and 
inspection facilities. The rail yard includes extensive electrified railroad tracks to convey rail cars 
for storage and maintenance. Support buildings include a gatehouse, administration building, 
small yard tower and car wash building, all of which are from the original construction period. 
Additional maintenance and equipment buildings date from the 1990s and 2000s. The rail yard is 
bound by the Amtrak right-of-way to the west, Cobb Road to the north, Garden City Drive to the 
east, and parking for New Carrollton station to the south.  
   
Proposed APE, New Carrollton Yard 
A vehicular and pedestrian site visit was conducted in February 2014 by a qualified cultural 
resource professional to determine the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the project.   
The preliminary findings are discussed below. 
 
Under the Code of Federal Regulations, 36CFR Part 800.16(d), the APE is defined as the area in 
which properties eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NR) may be 
affected by an undertaking. These potential effects include activities that may cause direct effects 
(such as destruction of the property) and/or indirect effects (such as visual, audible, and 
atmospheric changes which affect the character and setting of the property). The APE may 
include areas that are outside the limits of the undertaking. Separate APEs were determined for 
archaeological and historic architectural resources (National Park Service 2014).  

APE for Archaeological Resources 
The proposed APE for archaeological resources (below-ground historic properties) is shown in 
Figure 3. The proposed APE for archaeology is inclusive of all areas where new structures and 
facilities are proposed, based on project design plans presented in Figure 2.  
 
The proposed APE for archaeological resources is defined by the Limits of Disturbance (LOD) 
for the project, which includes the sites of proposed activities that would impact the land surface 
or subsurface. Proposed activities within the project LOD include:  
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• Rail car storage tracks; 
• Contractor storage track and access road; 
• Relocation of universal track crossover; 
• Extension of MOW storage tracks; 
• Reconfigured employee surface parking; 
• Operations building for the northwest storage tracks and related pedestrian bridge and 

stair/elevator/control tower; 
• Operations building for the northeast storage tracks. 

 
APE for Historic Architectural Resources 
The APE for historic architectural resources (above-ground historic properties) can be more 
expansive than the archaeological APE, including properties outside the LOD that may be 
affected by visual or audible changes to the environment as a result of the project. 

The proposed APE for historic architectural resources encompasses the rail yard property as well 
as portions of adjacent properties that are in the immediate viewshed of the proposed work 
(Figure 3). The APE considers the local topography, vegetation, and man-made structures that 
obscure the proposed work from the view. Where there are not topographic, structural or other 
significant barriers, the APE extends 100 meters from the LOD. 
 
Existing obstructions include the I-495/I-95 highway and associated noise walls to the north and 
the elevated Amtrak rail line to the west. Additionally, the grade of the rail yard and surrounding 
area varies considerably. Photos 1 through 18 illustrate the conditions in and around the APE; 
photo locations are presented on Figure 4.    
 
Maryland Historical Trust Research, New Carrollton Yard 
In addition to the site visit, background research was conducted at the Maryland Historical Trust 
(MHT) to determine previously identified historic architectural and archaeological resources.  
 
Archaeological Resources 
The APE has been subject to a previous archaeological survey, performed by Dr. William 
Gardner in 1978 for the original construction of WMATA’s rail transit routes in Prince George’s 
County. That survey not only failed to report any archaeological resources in the current APE, 
but noted that: 
 

For the most part the [New Carrollton] Metro line runs between the B&O railroad and 
the Pennsylvania railroad lines. For this reason, along most of this line the impacted 
areas are those that have already been disturbed by the two previously mentioned 
railroad lines (Gardner 1976:6-7).  
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The report continues:  
 

Beaverdam Creek itself has been disturbed. In many places, the course of the creek has 
been channeled into culverts and from the New Carrollton to Landover stations, is 
disturbed from original railroad construction and present grading efforts by Metro 
(Gardner 1976:7).  

 
The APE for archaeology is situated on what had once been the headwaters of Beaverdam 
Branch, discussed in greater detail below. 
 
Historic Architectural Resources 
No historic architectural resource listed or eligible for listing on the NR or the Maryland 
Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) is present within the proposed APE. The New 
Carrollton Metrorail Station is located approximately 800 feet south of the rail yard.              
New Carrollton Station was completed in 1978 and does not meet the basic age criterion for 
inclusion in the NR. The New Carrollton Yard facilities were also initially built at that time. 
Consequently, neither the station nor the rail yard has been previously surveyed, and no survey is 
recommended at this stage of the EA process. 
 
Historic Map and Aerial Photographic Research, New Carrollton Yard 
Historic maps and aerial photographs were reviewed to determine whether any significant or 
potentially significant cultural activities or structures may have either taken place or stood within 
or immediately adjacent to the proposed APE for either archaeological or historic architectural 
resources. The results of that analysis are shown in Figures 5 through 11. 
 
19th Century 
Three mid- to late 19th-century maps were overlaid on current geographic information system 
(GIS) maps of the project study area and consulted for the presence of historic structures or other 
activities in or around the APEs: the 1866 Martenet map of Prince George’s County, the 1873 
Gray et al. topographical atlas map, and the 1886 United States Geological Survey (USGS) 15 
minute quadrangle for Marlboro East Washington, DC (Figures 5, 6, 7)1.  
 
The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, present in the 1886 map, is the only structure depicted in 
the APE. Differences in the relative spatial location of buildings outside the APE appear among 
these three cartographic representations, but the three maps are consistent in showing the focus 
of human settlement in the area around Lanham, over a quarter-mile from the APE. 
 
Mid-20th Century 
One historic map and two historic photographs were reviewed for the period spanning the second 
and third quarters of the 20th century: the 1938 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle for USGS 

1 Due to issues of precision of the 1866 Martenet and 1873 Grat et al. maps, broad circles were employed on Figures 
5 and 6 to indicate the approximate location of the project. 
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Marlboro (Figure 8) and two aerial photographs, one each from the late 1950s (Figure 9) and 
early 1960s (Figure 10).  
 
The 1938 topographic map is the first to depict a branch of Beaverdam Branch in the APE, and 
while it does not appear to have supported wetlands as extensive as are shown elsewhere along 
its course, the stream floodplain within the APE was probably wet and not well drained. More 
than half of the APE is today classified as either Urban land or Russett-Christiana-Urban land 
soils, so original soil conditions are difficult to determine (USDA-NRCS 2014).  
 
Suburban development is visible in the aerial photograph, encroaching in the vicinity of the APE 
by 1957, but no development is apparent within the limits of the APE (Figure 9). By 1963 
however, new highways were being constructed to the south and east of the APE (Figure 10). By 
1963 the southern end of the APE has been in-filled, probably to construct the parking lot 
observed in this area in the later 20th-century photograph, described below. 
 
Late 20th Century 
By1980, the large majority of the APE was developed. The New Carrollton Station was opened 
nearby in 1978. A maintenance facility, tail tracks, and parking area were also in place at the 
southern end of the APE by that time (Figure 11). Development, in the form of new roads (e.g., 
Route 950, Garden City Drive, Cobb Road, etc.), parking lots, and office buildings, had also 
encroached on the formerly open land surrounding the APE to the east and south. 
 
Preliminary Determination of Effect, New Carrollton Yard 
There is no previously identified historic resources within the APE or immediate project vicinity. 
The Amtrak line, on the alignment of the former Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, has not been 
evaluated for National Register eligibility within the project area. Buildings and structures within 
the New Carrollton Yard date from the 1970s through the present day, including buildings built 
since 2000. Much of the yard is below grade relative to land to the north and west. Buildings in 
the surrounding area largely consist of the New Carrollton Station (Amtrak/WMATA), parking 
structures, SHA maintenance facilities (salt barns), and commercial/office properties built since 
the 1970s.  
 
The view of New Carrollton Yard from a residential area with buildings over 50 years of age 
located northeast of I-95 is shielded from view by noise walls associated with I-495/I-95.         
The view of New Carrollton Yard from apartments dating from the 1960s and later along 85th 
Street is shielded by the Amtrak embankment.   
 
Some of the improvements are proposed within the Amtrak right-of-way; however those 
improvements (filling an unused low-lying area, installing new storage tracks, and construction 
of the new Operations Building) would not disturb the rail-related features in the area. For 
above-ground resources, the project is unlikely to affect National Register listed or eligible 
historic resources.   
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The APE had been subject to an archaeological survey prior to construction of the existing      
rail yard. The area was assessed at the time to have low potential for archaeological resources. 
Subsequent development of the APE and surrounding region through in-filling, utility 
installation, grading and construction serves to strengthen the conclusions of that previous 
evaluation. Consequently, the APE exhibits extremely low potential for archaeological resources 
due to the substantial ground disturbance activities associated with construction of the yard and 
buildings.  No intact archaeological resources are anticipated in the APE.   
 
Historic map and aerial photograph research identified only the former Baltimore & Potomac 
Railroad (now Amtrak) line within the APE for historic architecture, and historic archaeological 
site potential is considered to be low. The current assessment considers the presence of any 
significant archaeological deposits within the APE for below-ground resources to be highly 
unlikely. 
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Figure 1.  Project Location, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 2.  Proposed Improvements, New Carrollton Yard
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Figure 3.  Proposed APEs, New Carrollton Yard
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Figure 4.  Photo Angles, New Carrollton Yard
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Photo 1. New Carrollton Yard, view north. The fence marks the edge of WMATA 
property, and the noisewalls for I-495/I-95 are visible beyond. 

 

 
Photo 2. New Carrollton Yard, view northwest. The new parking lot, operations building 
for the northeast storage tracks, and stair/elevator/control tower would be located on 
this gravel area. The building on the embankment in the background is a SHA salt barn, 
outside the LOD but within the APE. The new operations building for the northwest 
storage tracks will be located to the left (southwest) of the saltbarn, on the 
embankment. 
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Photo 3. New Carrollton Yard, view southwest. The new northeast storage tracks and 
related operations building and parking lot would be located on this gravel area. 

 

 
Photo 4. New Carrollton Yard, view southeast showing the location of proposed 

northeast storage tracks, as well as changes in topography at the site. 
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Photo 5. New Carrollton Yard, view northeast toward the location of the proposed 

northeast storage tracks and operations building. 
 

 
Photo 6. New Carrollton Yard, view northwest. The car wash building visible at left is 
within the APE but will not be disturbed as part of the project; The SHA salt barns visible in 
the background are outside the LOD but within the APE. The proposed northwest storage 
tracks and related operations building would replace the evergreen trees near the large 
salt barn. 
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Photo 7. New Carrollton Yard, view northeast. The car wash building is visible at right. 
The wall of the repair shop, constructed circa 2004, is at the extreme right. 

 

 
Photo 8. New Carrollton Yard, view southwest. The valley will be infilled and tracks will 

be laid to connect these tracks to the proposed northwest track storage area. 
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Photo 9. New Carrollton Yard, view northwest. The elevated Amtrak line is visible 
beyond the trees. New tracks of the north storage area would be level with the existing 
tracks in the immediate foreground. 

 

 
Photo 10. New Carrollton Yard, view northwest. This driveway is at the edge of the APE; 
the area to the right is in the APE, and the area to the left, with the parking structures, is 
outside of the APE. The proposed contractor storage track area is to the immediate right 

of the photographer. 
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Photo 11. New Carrollton Yard, view northeast. This is the proposed location of the 
proposed contractor storage track and related access road and retaining wall. Garden 
City Drive is visible at the far right. 

 

 
Photo 12. New Carrollton Yard, view northwest from Garden City Drive. The 1970s yard 
tower and 2004 repair shop constructed circa 2004 are in the background. The control 
tower will be removed. 
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Photo 13. New Carrollton Yard, view west from Cobb Road. A SHA salt barn is visible in 

the background. 
 

 
Photo 14. Adjacent apartment complex, view southwest toward project study area. 
Construction at the complex began in the early 1960s. The Amtrak line embankment at 
left obstructs the view of the New Carrollton Yard. 
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Photo 15. Adjacent 1960s apartment complex, view northeast toward project study 
area. The Amtrak line embankment at right obstructs the view of the New Carrollton 
Yard. 

 

 
Photo 16. Adjacent apartment complex, view southwest toward the project study area. 
The Amtrak line embankment is at left, obstructing the view of the New Carrollton Yard. 
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Photo 17. View southeast from apartment complex, across 85th Avenue, toward the 
project study area. The Amtrak line embankment obstructs the view of the New 
Carrollton Yard. 

 

 
Photo 18. View southwest from apartment complex, across 85th Avenue, toward the 
project study area. The Amtrak line embankment obstructs the view of the New 
Carrollton Yard.  

21 



ATTACHMENT 3 
Mayland Historical Trust Project Review Form (Continuation Sheet) May 2014 
WMATA Landover and New Carrollton Yards Project 
Prince George’s County, Maryland 
 

 
Figure 5.  1866 Martenet Map of Prince George’s County, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 6.  1873 Gray et al. Topographical Atlas Map, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 7. 1886 USGS 15 minute Topographic Quadrangle for Marlboro-East Washington, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 8.  1938 USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle for Marlboro, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 9.  1957 Aerial Photograph, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 10.  1963 Aerial Photograph, New Carrollton Yard 
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Figure 11.  1980 Aerial Photograph, New Carrollton Yard 
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LANDOVER YARD 
 
Project Description 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), as the lead federal agency, and the Washington 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA), as the project owner, are preparing an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Landover and New Carrollton Yards Project, 
part of WMATA’s Metrorail system in Prince George’s County. This continuation sheet contains 
additional information for the Landover Yard section of the proposed undertaking. See Figure 1 
for a project location map. The EA is being prepared in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable federal and state laws, including the 
National Historic Preservation Act.   
 
Proposed Improvements, Landover Yard 
The Landover site, currently owned by WMATA, is approximately 22 acres in size and is 
located at 3000 Pennsy Drive in Hyattsville, Maryland.  Currently, the site is undeveloped, 
except for the southern tract, which contains one of the surface Park & Ride lots serving the 
Landover Metrorail Station.  The project would construct a new rail yard, parking garage, and 
support facilities for WMATA’s Car Track and Equipment Maintenance (CTEM) division and 
the Office of Track and Structures (TRST). Existing CTEM and TRST facilities would be moved 
from their current location at WMATAs New Carrollton Yard to the proposed Landover rail 
yard.  Track maintenance and “hi-rail” vehicles of various sizes and function would be stored in 
and operate from the rail yard.  No Metrorail revenue vehicles would be stored at Landover.   
 
The new parking garage would replace all Metrorail Station surface Park & Ride spaces removed 
for the project.  The ground floor of the new parking garage would provide equipment storage 
areas and service vehicle parking for the yard.  The upper four decks would provide parking for 
Metrorail customers. The following facilities would be constructed at Landover if the project is 
implemented: 

• By-pass track around the southern portion of the rail yard;  
• Lead track for the rail yard; 
• New CTEM building and eight storage tracks; 
• New TRST building and five storage tracks; 
• Five-level parking and storage facility, consisting of a 650-space Park & Ride garage on 

four levels and an equipment storage facility on the ground level, in the southern portion 
of the proposed yard, serving both CTEM/TRST functions and Metrorail passengers 
accessing the Landover Station;  

• Employee surface parking lot and delivery area in the southern portion of the proposed 
yard;  

• New universal track crossover on the Metrorail revenue tracks; and 
• Two storm water management areas at the northern end of the rail yard. 

No property acquisition would be necessary for the project, as the rail yard would be built on 
land owned by WMATA.  
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A total of 6,800 feet of track storage is proposed. Each storage track for the new facilities is 
approximately 620 feet long. The top deck of the proposed parking area is 53 feet above ground 
surface, with the top of the elevator machine room atop the stair tower reaching a maximum 67 
feet above grade.   
 
Existing Facility, Landover Metrorail Station 
The existing Landover Metrorail Station was opened to the public in 1978 and operates primarily 
as a commuter station on the Orange Line, with parking for over 1,800 vehicles. The facility 
includes extensive surface parking, a station platform and power traction building (Photos 1 and 
2; see Figure 3 for the location and direction of each photograph). The commuter station is 
bounded by the Amtrak right-of-way to the north and west, Pennsy Drive to the south and east, 
and undeveloped woodlots to the southwest and northeast.  
 
Beaverdam Branch flows in an incised channel along the southeastern border of the property, 
with an abandoned rail spur paralleling the creek to the south (Photos 3 and 4).  Woods 
bordering the stream screen Landover Station from the light industrial development on the east 
side of Pennsy Drive adjacent to the Station (Photos 5 and 6).  Mature woods mark the limits of 
the viewshed to the southwest; trees and the high berm carrying Amtrak on the Northeast 
Corridor limit the viewshed to the north and west (Photos 7).   
   
Proposed APE, Landover Yard 
A site reconnaissance was conducted in April 2014 by a qualified cultural resource professional 
to determine a proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the project. The preliminary 
findings are discussed below. 
 
Under the Code of Federal Regulations, 36CFR Part 800.16(d), the APE is defined as the area in 
which properties eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NR) may be 
affected by an undertaking. These include activities that may cause direct effects (such as 
destruction of the property) and/or indirect effects (such as visual, audible, and atmospheric 
changes which affect the character and setting of the property). The APE may include properties 
that are outside the limits of the undertaking (National Park Service 2014).  

APE for Archaeological Resources 
The proposed APE for archaeological resources (below-ground historic properties, i.e., 
archaeological sites) is shown in Figure 4. The proposed APE for archaeology is inclusive of all 
areas where new structures and facilities are proposed, based on project design plans presented in 
Figure 2. The proposed APE for archaeological resources is defined by the Limits of 
Disturbance (LOD) for the project, which includes each of the ten activities that would impact 
the land surface or subsurface, as described in the bullet points above. 
 
APE for Historic Architectural Resources 
The APE for historic architectural resources (above-ground historic properties) can be more 
expansive than the archaeological APE, to include properties outside the LOD that may be 
affected by visual or audible changes to the environment as a result of the project. The proposed 
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APE for historic architectural resources encompasses the Landover Metrorail Station as well as 
adjacent properties that are in the immediate viewshed of the proposed work (Figure 4). The 
APE considers the local topography, vegetation, and man-made structures that obscure the 
proposed work from the view of surrounding properties. Where there are not topographic, 
structural or other significant barriers, the APE extends 100 meters from the LOD. While the 
project activities may be visible from the rear yards of a small hillside portion of the mid-20th-
century neighborhood to the northwest of the site, the significant physical barriers created by the 
Amtrak line and U.S. Route 50 and associated noise walls essentially eliminate the likelihood 
that the proposed project would alter the characteristics of any historic properties that may be 
present on the northwest side of these structures.   

Existing obstructions include the elevated Amtrak rail line to the north and west and mature 
woods to the south.  
 
Maryland Historical Trust Research, Landover Yard 
In addition to the site visit, background research was conducted at the Maryland Historical Trust 
(MHT) to catalog previously identified historic architectural and archaeological resources.  
 
Archaeological Resources 
The APE has been subject to a previous archaeological survey, performed by Dr. William 
Gardner in 1978 for the original construction of the WMATA’s rail transit routes in Prince 
George’s County. That survey not only failed to report any archaeological resources in the 
current APE, but noted that: 
 

For the most part the [New Carrollton] Metro line runs between the B&O railroad and 
the Pennsylvania railroad lines. For this reason, along most of this line the impacted 
areas are those that have already been disturbed by the two previously mentioned 
railroad lines (Gardner 1976:6-7).  

 
The report continues:  
 

Beaverdam Creek itself has been disturbed. In many places, the course of the creek has 
been channeled into culverts and from the New Carrollton to Landover stations, is 
disturbed from original railroad construction and present grading efforts by Metro 
(Gardner 1976:7).  

 
Historic Architectural Resources 
No historic architectural resource listed or eligible for listing on the NR or the Maryland 
Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) is present within the proposed APE. The Landover 
Metrorail Station is located within the proposed APE for Historic Architecture, but it was 
completed in 1978 and does not meet the basic age criterion for inclusion in the NR; it does not 
appear to have exceptional significance required for NR eligibility for properties less than 50 
years of age.  
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The Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, now Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, was completed in the 
1870s. Based upon an examination of aerial photographs, Beaverdam Branch was channelized 
between 1957 and 1964; the railroad spur adjacent to the channelized Beaverdam Branch was 
also built during this period. None of these structures have been evaluated for NR eligibility. All 
other structures within the APE were built after 1964 and do not meet the age criterion for 
inclusion in the NR. 
 
Historic Map and Aerial Photographic Research, Landover Yard 
Historic maps and aerial photographs were reviewed to determine whether any significant or 
potentially significant cultural activities or structures may have either taken place or stood within 
or immediately adjacent to the proposed APE. The results of that analysis are shown in Figures 
5 through 11. 
 
19th Century 
Three mid- to late 19th-century maps were brought into GIS and consulted for the presence of 
historic structures or other activities in or around the APE: the 1866 Martenet map of Prince 
George’s County, the 1873 Gray et al. atlas map, and the 1886 United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) 15 minute quadrangle for Marlboro – East Washington, DC (Figures 5, 6, 7)1.  
 
The presence of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad in 1886 is the only structure depicted in or 
adjacent to the APE during the late 19th century. Scattered structures are found to the east and 
south, concentrating at the intersection of Landover Road and the Baltimore and Potomac 
Railroad, well outside the APE. 
 
Mid-20th Century 
Two historic maps and two historic aerial photographs were reviewed for the period spanning 
approximately the second and third quarters of the 20th century: the 1921 USGS Patuxent and 
the 1945 USGS Washington East quadrangles (Figure 8) and two aerial photographs, one each 
from the late 1950s (Figure 9) and early 1960s (Figure 10).  
 
The 1921 topographic map is the first to depict structures standing in the APE, with one building 
standing along the rail line within the APE for archaeology and at least one other building 
standing proximate to the rail line in the APE for historic architecture.  By 1945, the structure 
standing within the APE for archaeology is no longer present; additional buildings stand within 
the APE for historic architecture, in the area that now serves as parking for the Landover 
Metrorail Station. 
 
By 1957 suburban development is present to the north of the APE, but no new development is 
present within the limits of the APE; the buildings depicted on the 1945 USGS quadrangle are 
still present within the APE for historic architecture (Figure 9). By 1964 however, significant 
changes are apparent within and adjacent to the south and east of the APE (Figure 10). Most 

1 Due to issues of precision of the 1866 Martenet and 1873 Grat et al. maps, broad circles were employed on Figures 
5 and 6 to indicate the approximate location of the project. 

4 
 

                                                 



ATTACHMENT 2 
Maryland Historical Trust Project Review Form (Continuation Sheet) May 2014 
WMATA Landover and New Carrollton Yards Project 
Prince George’s County, Maryland 

notably, Beaverdam Branch has been straightened in an artificial channel and the rail spur 
located adjacent to the stream in the APE is present.  The land southeast of Pennsy Drive has 
also been prepared for the industrial development that now stands within the APE. 
 
Late 20th Century 
By 1980, the APE had taken most of its current configuration (Figure 11). The Landover 
Metrorail Station opened in 1978, but the northernmost parking lot had yet to be installed.  A 
portion of that parking lot was still wooded in 1980. The industrial buildings that border Pennsy 
Drive were all built by 1980. 
 
Preliminary Determination of Effect, Landover Yard 
There is no previously identified historic resource within the APE or immediate project vicinity. 
The Amtrak line, on the alignment of the former Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, has not been 
evaluated for NR eligibility within the project area. Buildings and structures within the Landover 
Station property date from the 1970s through the present day, except for the abandoned railroad 
spur and Beaverdam Creek channel, which were built between 1957 and 1964. Much of the yard 
is below grade relative to land to the north and west. Buildings in the immediate area, to the 
south and east, largely consist of large, one- and two-story industrial buildings built sometime 
between 1964 and 1980.  
 
The view of the mid-20th-century neighborhood west of U.S. Route 50 from either the existing 
Landover Metrorail Station or the adjacent project site is obscured by the highway and associated 
noise walls, as well as numerous mature trees. The lower grade of the yard site, where the 
proposed new parking garage and other buildings would be located, would minimize the 
potential for intrusions in the viewshed. 
 
The proposed limit of work on the project’s west side is the Metrorail Orange Line revenue 
tracks; there would be no physical encroachment into the Amtrak (former Baltimore & Potomac 
Railroad) right-of-way. Similarly, all work would avoid physical intrusions on the Beaverdam 
Creek channel, as well as the abandoned railroad siding; a wooded buffer would remain between 
these features and the new construction in the yard. For above-ground resources, the project is 
unlikely to affect National Register listed or eligible historic resources.   
 
Although the APE had been subject to an archaeological survey prior to construction of the 
existing Metrorail system (Gardner 1976), no systematic archaeological testing has been 
conducted within the APE for archaeology. The wooded portion of the APE appears to be 
undisturbed, excepting for the fact that Beaverdam Creek was channelized sometime between 
1957 and 1964. The current stream bank is not a natural landform, but all available data suggest 
that the adjacent wooded upland within the APE is intact. Given the topographic setting of the 
APE- a well-drained upland adjacent to perennial water- the APE for archaeology is believed to 
exhibit high sensitivity for prehistoric archaeological resources. Map data also suggest that at 
least one structure stood in this area between 1921 and 1945 and, consequently, the APE exhibits 
a high potential for historic archeological deposits.  
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FTA anticipates that a Phase I archaeological survey of the APE will be necessary, subject to 
MHT review and approval, in accordance with the Section 106 consultation process. FTA 
anticipates that the survey will include close-interval shovel test pit excavations within the 
wooded section of the APE for archaeology. No archaeological testing will be performed until 
MHT provides written confirmation of the survey requirement. 
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Figure 1.  Project Location, Landover Yard 
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Figure 2.  Proposed Improvements, Landover Yard 
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Figure 
3.  Photo Angle, Landover Yard
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Photo 1. Landover Station platform, view northwest from perimeter road entrance. 

 

 
Photo 2. Landover Station, power traction facility, view west. Note high berm for rail corridor. 

11 
 



ATTACHMENT 2 
Maryland Historical Trust Project Review Form (Continuation Sheet) May 2014 
WMATA Landover and New Carrollton Yards Project 
Prince George’s County, Maryland 

 

 
Photo 3. Beaverdam Creek along the southeastern limits of the APE.  

Note steep, even cut bank bordering channelized stream. 
 

 
Photo 4. Abandoned rail spur paralleling south bank of Beaverdam Creek. 
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Photo 5. Wooded area forming northern end of APE. Similar conditions are found at the southern end of the APE. 

 

 
Photo 6. Industrial development along Pennsy Drive opposite Landover Station. 
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Photo 7. Landover Station, view north. Proposed parking garage would be located in this existing lot. 
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Figure 4.  Proposed APEs, Landover Yard
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Figure 5.  1866 Martenet Map of Prince George’s County, Landover Yard 
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Figure 6.  1873 Gray et al. Topographical Atlas Map, Landover Yard 
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Figure 7. 1886 USGS Topographic Quadrangle for Marlboro-East Washington, Landover Yard 
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Figure 8.  1921 and 1945 USGS Topographic Quadrangles for Patuxent MD-DC and Washington East DC-MD, Landover Yard 
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Figure 9.  1957 Aerial Photograph, Landover Yard 
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Figure 10.  1964 Aerial Photograph, Landover Yard 
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Figure 11.  1980 Aerial Photograph, Landover Yard 
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