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Approval for a Public Hearing on  
Proposed Improvements to King St-Old Town Station Bus Loop 



Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

Board Action/Information Summary 

TITLE:

King St. Project Public Hearing 

PRESENTATION SUMMARY:

King St–Old Town Metro Station Public Hearing for Bus Loop Reconfiguration 

PURPOSE:

Obtain Board approval to conduct a public hearing for the proposed King St-Old Town Station 
Bus Loop Reconfiguration Project.

DESCRIPTION:

Key Highlights:

Bus service at the King St.-Old Town Station is projected to increase.  The ability to 
increase the number of buses at the station is limited by number of available bus bays. 

Background and History:

The City of Alexandria (The City) funded a planning study, prepared by Metro, to 
determine whether the existing bus loop facilities could be increased to allow for 
operation of more buses.  After concluding that additional bus bays could be provided, 
The City and Metro entered into a Reimbursable Project Agreement to implement the 
proposed revisions. 

Discussion:

The King St-Old Town Station currently provides the riding public a 6 bay bus loop, 
short-term metered parking, and a taxi stand area.  Buses serving the station include 
Metro buses, City of Alexandria’s City’s Dash, King Street Trolley, and various private
shuttles.  The proposed reconfiguration will increase the number of bus bays from 6 to 
10; however, since the amount of available land is fixed, increasing the number of bus 
bays will come at the expense of short-term, metered parking.  The proposed 
configuration provides for a kiss-and-ride, a shuttle bus drop off area, and a taxi stand.

The 30 short-term parking meters generated the following revenue in recent years:

FY 2013:  $21,492

Action Information MEAD Number:
201764 

Resolution:
Yes No



FY 2014:  $16,222

FY 2015  $20,418

During development of the design for the proposed reconfigured bus loop, the City of 
Alexandria expressed a desire to have certain architectural features at the station.  
WMATA agreed to include those features in the design on the condition the City of 
Alexandria maintain them; therefore, the loss of revenue from the removal of the parking 
meters will be somewhat offset by a reduction in Metro’s maintenance expense for the
station.

The WMATA Compact requires the conducting of a public hearing before implementing 
a service reduction such as the proposed elimination of short-term, metered parking. 

FUNDING IMPACT:

TIMELINE:

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve conducting Public Hearing for proposed revisions to King St-Old Town Station bus
loop and kiss & ride

Reimbursable funds.
Project Manager: John D. Thomas

Project
Department/Office:

Comment:

ENG

No immediate budgetary impact associated with public hearing. If 
approved, this reimbursable project will be funded by the City of 
Alexandria. Removal of parking meters will result in gross revenue loss 
of approximately $20,000 annually, to be partially offset by reduced 
maintenance expenses.

Previous Actions January 2010:  Board approved a reimbursable Project for the 
King St-Old Town Bus Loop Reconfiguration Project

Anticipated actions after
presentation

September 2016: Conduct Public Hearing
December 2016: Close the Public Hearing Process
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Purpose

Obtain Board approval to conduct 
Public Hearing for proposed revisions 
to King St-Old Town Station bus loop 
and kiss & ride



Existing Configuration
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• Existing site:

 6 bus bays

 metered short term parking

 taxi area

• Goal: increase number of bus bays
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Existing Configuration
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• The City of Alexandria and WMATA co-authored a report 
that offered a design that would meet the goal of 
increasing the number of bus bays at the King Street 
Station

• Space limitations dictate that some element at station will 
have to be sacrificed to expand number of busbays

• The existing metered parking is proposed to be eliminated 
as part of the reconfiguration of facilities at the station

Background
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• Compact Public Hearing required due to proposed elimination of parking

• 30 meters available for short term parking

• Recent parking revenue history:

Background

FY Revenue

2013 $21,492

2014 $16,222

2015 $20,418



Proposed Configuration
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• Proposed configuration:

 10 bus bays and no parking

 Shuttle bus parking along Diagonal Rd.

 Kiss-n-Ride and taxi accommodations along Diagonal Rd.



1st Phase Construction
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Vehicle Access Closed

Bus Access Accommodated

Parking, shuttle buses, and 
Kiss-n-Ride 

Eliminated

Temporary Bus Bay Sample Rendering



2nd Phase Construction
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Vehicle Access Closed

Bus Access Accommodated in new bus 
bays

Parking, shuttle buses, and 
Kiss-n-Ride 

Still not accommodated

New Bus Bay Shelter
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Recommendation

Approve conducting Public Hearing for proposed revisions to 
King St-Old Town Station bus loop and kiss & ride








