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METRO 2025

Core Station Improvements
Summary
This program provides improvements and expansion 
at high ridership stations to ensure safe and efficient 
operations and facilitate passenger movements from 
street to platform and transfers between lines. The 
proposed stations, most of which are in the system’s 
core, already experience crowding or would reach 
capacity by 2025. Proposed improvements vary from 
adding escalators and stairs to building pedestrian 
passageways connecting platforms within a station 
and between stations.

Purpose and Need
Station capacity is the maximum number of 
passengers that can safely travel through facilities 
within a station. Expanding capacity at high ridership 
stations ensures safe and efficient movements 
of passengers and trains throughout the Metro 
system. The strong ridership growth Metro enjoyed 
since opening has already placed strains on some 
stations, where travel demand exceeds the designed 
capacity, especially in the system’s core. Metro 2025 
identifies a group of stations that urgently need 
significant capacity expansions to alleviate current and 
anticipated congestion and support a strong economy 
and sustainable development in the region.

Benefits
•  Eliminates congestion bottlenecks at stations

• Accommodates ridership growth

• Supports operations of 100 percent eight-car trains

• Enhances safety for both passengers and operations

•  Enhances connections to other transportation modes

•  Supports additional development around stations

•  Reduces passenger travel time and facilitate smooth 

movements within stations

• Improves rail on-time performance

•  Diverts transferring passengers from trains to 
walking paths and relieve crowding on the most 
congested lines and in the most congested stations

Considerations
•  Metro’s regional capital funding agreement does 

not adequately incorporate station expansion. 
Current regional capital funds typically apply to 
infrastructure renewal and expansion for fleet, 
tracks and yards, as well as station rehabilitation.

•  Current funding sources, based on Metro Board 
direction, focuses heavily on state of good repair 
and have minimal funding for capacity expansion. 
New funding sources will be needed to pay for 
these improvements.

 •  Metro would need to maintain existing operations 
and reduce construction impacts on operations, 
passengers and surrounding businesses.

•  Metro would need to identify potential structural and 
right-of-way impacts on stations and adjacent properties.

Status of Ongoing/Previous Projects
The proposed station improvements are built upon 
major system plans and individual station capacity 
studies, including:

• Core Capacity Study (2002)

•  Pedestrian Passageway Studies  (2004 and 2005) 
(Farragut North - Farragut West, Gallery Place - 
Metro Center) 

•  Station and Access Capacity Study (2008), proposing 
capacity improvements for the entire system

• Union Station Access and Capacity Study (2011)

•  Gallery Place-Chinatown Capacity Study (ongoing, 
2013)

• L’Enfant Plaza Capacity Study (ongoing, 2013)
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Figure 23: Core Station Improvements
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METRO 2025

FY2014-2019 Investments
These investments are already included and funded in 
Metro’s current six-year CIP:
•  Construction of Union Station and Gallery Place 

station access and capacity improvements
•  Planning for additional stations
Total- $100M

Order of Magnitude Cost Estimate
$1 billion ($2012)

Some of the proposed improvements were identified 
in previous studies while others require further detailed 
analysis. Costs for individual stations may vary by 
improvement type, station layout and project complexity.

Table 6: Station Capacity Improvements

Farragut North
Farragut West
Gallery Place
Metro Center
Union Station
L’Enfant Plaza
Foggy Bottom
McPherson
Dupont Circle

Vienna
Shady Grove
New Carrolton

Stations

Add Vertical 
Circulation and 

Faregates
Expand 

Mezzanines
Build Bridges 
Above Tracks

Widening 
Platforms

Add Internal 
Transfer Points New Entrances

Build Pedestrian 
Passageway 

Between Stations
Priority Core Stations

End of Line Stations

n Improvements to be completed by 2020    
n Improvements to be completed by 2025




