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 Overview

As part of Metro’s Energy Action Plan to advance Metro and the 
region’s sustainability goals, solar carports are coming to Metro 
parking facilities. TotalEnergies is installing and subsidiaries of 
MN8 Energy LLC will own and operate solar canopies that can 
produce clean energy for the region.

 Goals and Benefi ts

• Provide renewable energy to Pepco’s service area by 
working with TotalEnergies and subsidiaries of
MN8 Energy LLC to install solar panels.

• Support Metro’s operating budget through long-term 
revenue from subsidiaries of MN8 Energy LLC which will 
own and operate the solar power system.

• Improve the customer’s experience through covered parking, 
lighting and other safety enhancements.
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Solar carports are overhead canopies built of steel that support 
solar panels which collect sunlight, a renewable energy source, 
that is converted to electricity. The electricity will be sent to 
the utility company and fi nally delivered to local homes and 
businesses.

To provide a safe and secure customer experience, solar carports 
will feature improved light-emitting diode (LED) lighting, new 
security cameras and emergency call boxes. Covered parking will 
also provide shade and protection from extreme weather.
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How will the community benefit?

All electricity generated from the solar carports will be delivered 
to local residential and commercial customers. Customers will 
benefit from covered parking, enhanced lighting and other safety 
improvements.

Frequently Asked Questions

wmata.com/plansandprojects

 PROJECT BACKGROUND

Why were these project sites selected?

Metro conducted an analysis of its real estate portfolio to identify 
sites that would attract development and maximize the benefits 
of solar carports to the region. The selected sites are all on 
Pepco’s feeder system connected to the District of Columbia 
electrical grid, and offer optimal structural properties, sunlight 
exposure, and customer utilization. 

What is the cost to Metro?

The solar carports will be installed at no cost to Metro. Customer 
experience improvements like security cameras, parking 
lot repaving and lighting are funded through Metro’s capital 
improvement program. Visit wmata.com/capitalprogram to 
learn more.

What is the timeline?

Construction is expected to be complete by 2023. 

 REGIONAL PARTNER

How will the project meet the region’s 
sustainability goals?

As part of our Energy Action Plan, this project will advance 
Metro’s sustainability vision.

Energy Action Plan

1
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

The Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (Metro) 
is implementing an Energy 
Action Plan to reduce the 
Authority’s energy use, 
contain operating costs, 
and help the region move 
forward sustainably. 

Every day, Metro reduces the carbon footprint of 
the National Capital Region by providing public 
transit to nearly one million riders. In order to 
provide this public good, Metro consumes a 
substantial amount of energy. 

In fact, Metro is one of the region’s largest energy 
users - annual energy consumption equivalent to 
70% of an average U.S. coal fi red power plant. 
Because of the service it provides to the region 
and the scale of its energy consumption, Metro 

has a tremendous opportunity to more actively 
manage its energy use and purchasing to operate 
with greater effi ciency.

This Energy Action Plan is central to transforming 
the way Metro does business to realize an effi cient 
and sustainable future. Rebuilding sustainably will 
not only help Metro reach environmental goals 
through reduced consumption, but is necessary 
to help generate long-term cost savings. Metro 
will invest wisely and demonstrate responsible 
stewardship of the region’s dedicated funding. 

This Action Plan reduces energy consumption 
and costs by focusing on three pillars: 
implementation of energy audit identifi ed capital 
investments; modernized design, construction, 
and operations; and dynamic engagement in the 
energy market. Metro commits to go beyond the 
actions included in this initial Action Plan through 
ongoing employee and stakeholder engagement 
to garner innovation and continuous improvement.

Implementing the Energy Action Plan will reduce 
estimated increases in Metro’s energy costs by 
approximately $16 million annually by 2025. 
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Greener, Safer, More Reliable Ride

Metro’s 
Energy Action Plan 
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Cheverly Station rendering courtesy of TotalEnergies

 CUSTOMER INFORMATION

Will there be parking or traffic changes at 
the construction sites?

Some parking will temporarily close at facilities under 
construction and traffic/pedestrian detours may be in place. 
Visit wmata.com/alerts to learn more about parking 
changes at impacted stations. 

What are the hours of construction and will 
the work produce noise?

Construction is expected to occur weekdays in compliance 
with local noise and permit regulations. Customers and 
surrounding neighbors may hear normal construction 
sounds from machinery. Our goal is to complete the project 
with minimal disruption to the public.


