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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY1

Investigation Update: 
Farragut West 
October 7, 2019 

Safety & Operations Committee
December 12, 2019
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY2

 On October 7,2019 two out of service trains without passengers collided in 
the area near Farragut West

 Non-life threatening injuries to two operators who were treated and released

 Damage to rail cars remains under review 

 Integrated review of data does not identify any system defects or anomalies

 Investigation is in the analysis phase 

 Human Factors remain under review as part of ongoing investigation

Executive Summary
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY3

Findings - Engineered Systems

Track

• Inspections 
conducted on-
scene did not 
identify 
anomalies or 
conditions which 
were out of 
tolerance

• Review of 
inspection 
history did not 
identify defects 
or system 
anomalies

• Tunnel Lighting 
was fully 
illuminated

Power

• Inspections 
conducted on-
scene did not 
identify 
anomalies or 
conditions which 
were out of 
tolerance

• Review of 
inspection 
history did not 
identify defects 
or system 
anomalies

Communications

• Communication 
systems were 
operational and  
performing as 
designed per 
inspections and 
testing 
conducted on-
scene and 
review of 
communications 
logs

• Review of 
system history 
did not identify 
defects or 
system 
anomalies

Signal System

• Inspections and 
testing 
conducted on-
scene did not 
identify 
anomalies or 
conditions which 
were out of 
tolerance

• Review of data 
recorders did not 
indicate a failure 
of the system

• Review of 
system history 
did not identify 
defects or 
system 
anomalies

Trainset

• On scene 
inspections did 
not identify 
anomalies or 
conditions which 
were out of 
tolerance

• Review of data 
recorders did not 
indicate a failure 
of the on-board 
signal displays.

• Trainset testing 
did not identify 
defects or 
system 
anomalies

• Detailed damage 
assessments 
continue 

ROCC

• System playback 
review does not 
identify 
anomalies or 
other irregular 
conditions

• Review of radio 
communications 
does not indicate 
any issues with 
transmission or 
reception

• Communication 
quality appears 
clear

• All emergency 
protocols appear 
to have been 
followed
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY4

Operating conditions at the time of the incident did not identify any 
system disruptions or abnormal conditions

Personnel records indicated that the operators were up-to-date in all 
required qualifications and training

Required toxicology test results for both operators were negative

 Involved personnel were all interviewed   

Additional fact-finding continues with the assistance of Metro OIG

Findings Update - Operations and Human Factors
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY5

 Probable Cause and Contributing Factors not finalized

Metro attended a WMSC technical summit to review options to enhance 
safety

 Technological enhancements to add “Stop and Proceed Mode 
Acknowledgement” system to legacy fleet are in the procurement process

 Root Cause Corrective Action (RCCA) exercise is being conducted to 
identify opportunities to improve compliance with speed commands

 A 30-day extension for the final report has been requested to finalize 
damage totals and to permit additional Human Factors fact-finding

Investigation Update - Current Status and Next Steps
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY6

Questions
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