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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY1

Metrorail Station Name 
Changes Proposal

Safety & Operations Committee
December 10, 2020
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY2

Purpose
 To present research findings and recommend Board approval of 

revised and new station names

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Purpose
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY3

Station Names Under Consideration

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Background

New StationNew Station
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY4

 Letters of Support 
• West Falls Church

• N/A since change is administrative

• New Station
• Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, Alexandria Economic 

Development Partnership, Alexandria Small Business 
Development Center, JBG Smith, National Industries for the 
Blind, Potomac Yard Design Advisory Committee and 
Stonebridge Carras 

 3,693 survey respondents
• Registered SmarTrip customers, Amplify panel, 

and general outreach via TV news, print media 
and social media

Public Outreach and Research

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Background
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY5

Metro Survey Results

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Background

Agree Disagree

Likability 83% 10%

Brevity 90% 5%

Uniqueness 75% 16%

Evocation 79% 12%

Relevance 79% 10%

Potomac Yard as Name for New Metrorail Station

Potomac Yard
VT

Potomac Yard
VT

Potomac YardPotomac Yard

Preferred Name

No Preference

37%

42%

11%

Other 10%
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY6

Metro Survey Results

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Background

In Favor of Removing ‘UVA” from 
West Falls Church Station Name

Yes 86%

No 3%

Not Sure 7%

Other                     5%

In Favor of Removing “VT” from 
West Falls Church Station Name if 
New Station Doesn’t Include ‘VT”

Yes 62%

No 22%

Not Sure 14%

Other                      2%
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY7 WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Staff recommends approval of jurisdictions’ 
requests for station names: 

West Falls Church            Potomac Yard 
VT                                     VT

Recommendation

Page 15 of 44



SUBJECT: WEST FALLS CHURCH-VT/UVA STATION NAME CHANGE AND NEW 
POTOMAC YARD STATION NAME 

 
 

 
RESOLUTION 

OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE 
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

 
 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Resolution 2011-36 and Metro System Station Names Policy 
(P/I 4.1/4), as amended, the Board of Directors is required to approve all changes to 
Metro station names; and  
 
WHEREAS, Fairfax County has requested that West Falls Church-VT/UVA Station be 
changed to West Falls Church-VT Station and committed the funding for the full cost of 
the name change; and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Alexandria has requested that the station currently being 
constructed between Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Braddock Road 
Metrorail Stations formally be named Potomac Yard-VT Station; and 
 
WHEREAS, The station name change and the new station name will assist the traveling 
public in wayfinding; and  
 
WHEREAS, The Safety and Operations Committee recommends waiving the main 
university campus requirement established by the Metro System Station Names Policy for 
Potomac Yard-VT station because Virginia Tech’s Northern Virginia flagship campus will 
be located there; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors approves the station name change from West 
Falls Church-VT/UVA Station to West Falls Church Station with a secondary name of VT 
(“West Falls Church-VT Station”) to take effect upon installation of new signage 
associated with the beginning of passenger service for Silver Line Phase Two stations; 
and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the station currently being constructed between Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport and Braddock Road Metrorail Stations be named Potomac 
Yard Station with a secondary name of VT (“Potomac Yard-VT Station”) to take effect 
when the station opens; and be it finally 

Page 16 of 44



RESOLVED, That this Resolution shall be effective 30 days after adoption in accordance 
with § 8(b) of the WMATA Compact.  
 

Reviewed as to form and legal sufficiency, 
 
 

 
 _/s/ Patricia Y. Lee_______________________ 
 Patricia Y. Lee 
 Executive Vice President and General Counsel 
 
 

WMATA File Structure No.: 
20.9.2 Rail Station Names 
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