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Board Action/Information Summary 

TITLE:

Purple Line Public Hearing

PRESENTATION SUMMARY:

Seeks Board approval to hold a public hearing for the Purple Line changes to Metro facilities. 

PURPOSE:

To obtain Board approval to hold a public hearing for the Purple Line as required by the 
Compact. 

DESCRIPTION:

Key Highlights:

The Purple Line is a State of Maryland Project that travels between Prince George's
County and Montgomery County and connects to four Metro Stations along the way.

Background and History:

The Purple Line is intended to provide additional transit to communities inside the 
Capital Beltway in Prince George's and Montgomery Counties and to improve 
connectivity to the Metro Rail System. 

Discussion:

The alignment of the Purple Line connects to four Metro Rail Stations; New Carrollton, 
College Park, Silver Spring and Bethesda.  Three of the connections make changes to
the stations that are of a nature that the Compact requires the holding of a Public 
Hearing.  At Silver Spring and Bethesda Stations new entrances are to be built 
which triggers the need to hold a Public Hearing.  At New Carrollton Station the Purple 
Line Station will eliminate 600 parking spaces.  As part of the compensation for the loss 
of parking, WMATA may receive a state-owned parking lot that has approximately 450 
spaces.   The loss of existing parking and the potential for the replacement 
parking requires the holding of a Public Hearing. 

FUNDING IMPACT:

Action Information MEAD Number:
201918 

Resolution:
Yes No

There are no impacts to funding to conduct a Public Hearing
Project Manager: John Thomas



TIMELINE:

RECOMMENDATION:

Board approval to hold a Public Hearing for the Purple Line changes to Metro facilities. 

Project
Department/Office: CPPM

Previous Actions The State of Maryland received approval on the Record of 
Decision allowing the project to move forward.

Anticipated actions after
presentation Make the necessary arrangements to conduct a Public Hearing.
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BETHESDA 
SOUTH ENTRANCE - ISOMETRIC VIEW
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BETHESDA 
SOUTH ENTRANCE – STREET LEVEL PLAN
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BETHESDA 
SOUTH ENTRANCE
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SOUTH ENTRANCE
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SILVER SPRING 
NEW ENTRANCE – ISOMETRIC VIEW A
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SILVER SPRING 
NEW ENTRANCE – ISOMETRIC VIEW B
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SILVER SPRING 
NEW ENTRANCE - PLAN VIEW
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SILVER SPRING 
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SILVER SPRING 
NEW ENTRANCE

LONGITUDINAL SECTION
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NEW ENTRANCE
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NEW CARROLLTON
PARKING MODIFICATION

SCHEMATIC VIEW

16



PROPOSED CHANGES TO BETHESDA, SILVER 
SPRING, AND NEW CARROLLTON STATIONS

AS SHOWN

NEW CARROLLTON
PARKING MODIFICATION

PLAN VIEW

17
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NEW CARROLLTON
PARKING MODIFICATION

ADDED SPACES

Approximately 480 spaces
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Approval to conduct a Public 
Hearing for Purple Line changes to 
the Metrorail System

Capital Program, Planning and Real Estate Committee

October 12, 2017

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
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Purpose

Board approval to:
Conduct a Public Hearing for the Proposed Revisions 
to Metro Rail facilities
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• The Purple Line travels between New Carrollton and 
Bethesda and connects with the Metrorail system at four 
locations

– New Carrollton
– College Park
– Silver Spring
– Bethesda

• Changes at three stations require a Compact Public 
Hearing:

– Bethesda and Silver Spring Stations will be modified to add 
second entrances

– New Carrollton Station will see a reduction in parking

Background
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New Carrollton
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Silver Spring
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Bethesda
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Recommendation

Board approval to:
Conduct a Public Hearing for the Proposed Revisions to Metro 
Rail Facilities due to the Purple Line






