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7000-Series Update

NTSB factual report and docket now published

▪ Note: Metro remains subject to NTSB limitations on the dissemination of investigative 

information

▪ Progress:

▪ Over 470 requests for information

▪ Multiple analyses, 'Lab’ testing and 'On-Train’ testing

▪ On-going studies on Switch Points and Restraining Rails

▪ Milestones:

▪ February 2023: NTSB published factual report and initial docket

▪ October 2023: NTSB's target date to publish final report with recommendations
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7000-Series Update

Identifying the potential cause and the solution

▪ Potential Cause: NTSB investigation parties agree 

that a major contributing factor of wheel movement 

is loss of contact pressure between the axle and 

wheel

▪ Solution: Increasing wheel interference fit and 

press tonnage addresses probable cause

Assembled 7000-Series Wheelset 

Axle and Wheel Fit
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7000-Series Update

Implementing the solution

▪ Implementing the solution: Staff is working with WMSC to finalize a wheelset 

replacement program

▪ Data-driven: Comprehensive Engineering Review assesses impact of the fix

▪ Safety-focused: The pressing specification and process will undergo safety 

certification as part of Metro’s holistic safety and change management 

processes. Every re-pressed wheelset will be subject to quality assurance 

oversight

▪ Cost: Wheel replacement program budget developed as a part of the FY 2024 

Proposed Budget

▪ Timeline: Three years to replace every 7000-Series wheelset
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7000-Series Update

Final Return to Service Plan is pending approval

▪ Collaborative approach: Metro and WMSC working to develop the final version of the 

Return to Service Plan

▪ Continue to measure: Metro developed industry-leading wheelset measurement 

program; since May 2022, no confirmed wheel movement

▪ Change the interval: Increase time between measurements to greater than 7 days

▪ Enhance using technology: Once installed and safety certified, Metro will have 

the option to supplement manual measurements with automated systems installed 

alongside the track

▪ Timeframe: Final Return to Service Plan will end when all wheelsets are re-

pressed to the new standard




