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Georgia Avenue Rapid Bus 
 

Executive Summary 
ACTION ITEM 

 
Recommendation 
 
Programmatic approval to implement a Regional Demonstration Project for FY07, 
Georgia Avenue Rapid Bus (Metrobus Route 79), in the District of Columbia effective 
September 2006, and (1) amend the FY07 operating budget by $1.3 million in cost, $0.2 
million in revenue, and $1.1 million in operating subsidy that will be paid entirely by the 
District of Columbia; and (2) authorize additional expenditures of up to $884,000 
from the capital budget. 
 
Background 
 

• The Regional Bus Study recommended the development of new Rapid Bus 
service in the Washington region. Rapid Bus service is generally limited-stop 
service in corridors with priority running-way improvements, unique branded 
identity, and enhanced customer facilities.  

• The Metro Matters Bus Customer Facilities program has been created to support 
the development of priority bus corridors, including new Rapid Bus service. Other 
priority corridors are currently in development on Pennsylvania Avenue in the 
District of Columbia, University Boulevard corridor in Maryland, and Jefferson-
Davis Highway (Crystal City-Potomac Yard) in Virginia. Other bus stop 
improvements in Alexandria and Fairfax are also part of the program.   

• Georgia Avenue-7th Street Line, Metrobus Routes 70, 71, is one of the top two 
lines in the system for ridership, averaging over 18,000 weekday passengers on 
241 trips.   

• Service currently operates every 7-8 minutes during AM and PM peak periods 
and every 10 minutes off-peak using articulated buses.   

• Due to heavy ridership and frequent stops, one-way travel time between Silver 
Spring and Archives approaches 60 minutes. 

    
Project Overview 
 

Service Characteristics 
• New limited-stop weekday route between Silver Spring Station and Archives via 

Georgia Avenue and 7th/9th Streets NW 
• 10-minute headway in both directions during AM and PM peak periods only  
• 15 stops in each direction (vs. 55 stops in each direction on Routes 70/71 local).   
• Estimated running time savings 25 percent (38 vs. 50 minutes local AM and 45 

vs. 60 minutes PM) 
• Estimated ridership=1,000 new riders after 18 months plus 2,500 diversion from 

local service 
 

Vehicle Requirements 
• Route 79 would require 11 peak scheduled buses, 13 operators and 4 

mechanics.  Including three spares, 14 existing buses would be branded and 
assigned for use on Route 79. 
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Branding & Marketing 
• Vehicle branding will be used to give the service a unique identity and to alert 

customers that the Rapid Bus does not stop at all bus stops in the corridor. 
• WMATA’s Planning and Marketing Departments are currently working with DDOT 

to develop the “Metro Rapid” branding concept and complementary marketing 
strategy to include bus stop flags, timetables and other promotional items and 
programs. 

 
Customer Facilities 
• 30 special flags added to Rapid Bus stops.   
• New bus shelters provided through the District Adshell contract. 
• New bus maps available through WMATA’s bus map project. 
• Real-time bus information on electronic displays will also be added to the new 

bus shelters in the corridor.  A Next Bus display sign will also be posted at Silver 
Spring station. 

• Sidewalks and streetscape will be improved through the District’s Great Streets 
program. 

 
Running-Way Improvements 
• Use existing bus lanes on 7th and 9th Streets between Archives and Mount 

Vernon Square 
• DDOT will be implementing a pilot project for transit signal priority along Georgia 

Avenue between Rhode Island Avenue and Eastern Avenue beginning Summer 
2006. 

 
Public Involvement 
• Community workshops scheduled to get public feedback on the proposed 

Georgia Avenue Rapid Bus Implementation Plan and other corridor 
improvements is planned for June 29th at the Emory Recreation Center  

 
Budget Impacts 
 

 FY 2007 
(9 months) 

 
Annual 

Operating cost $1.3 million $1.8 million 

Revenue $0.2 million $0.2 million 

Subsidy $1.1 million $1.6 million 
 
The capital costs associated with this project total $884,000 and will be used for 
fareboxes and radios, painting and decaling buses, bus stop flags, traffic signal priority 
equipment, electronic destination signs, and real time information displays. 
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Background

• Regional Bus Study recommended 
the development of priority bus 
corridors, including new Rapid Bus 
service on Georgia Avenue NW.

• Georgia Avenue/7th Street  (Routes 
70,71) is one of heaviest ridership
bus lines with over 18,000 daily 
riders, but crowding and slow travel 
speed impact quality of service.

• The Metro Matters Bus Customer 
Facilities Program includes funding 
for improvements in priority bus 
corridors and for bus branding, to 
develop Rapid Bus projects across 
the region.

Regional Bus Study

Proposed Rapid Bus Network
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Georgia Avenue Rapid Bus

• New Rapid Bus Route 79 would 
operate every 10 minutes during 
weekday AM and PM peak periods

• 15 Rapid Bus stops in each direction 
(local bus serves 55 stops in the 
same corridor)

• 14 existing fleet buses and bus stop 
flags will be branded with regional 
“Rapid Bus” logo

• New bus shelters provided through 
DC Adshell contract

• Traffic Signal Priority pilot project
• Estimated travel time savings due to 

limited stops, bus lanes, and signal 
priority of up to 25%
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Recommendation 
& Next Steps

• Programmatic approval to implement a Regional 
Demonstration Project for FY07, Georgia Avenue 
Rapid Bus (Metrobus Route 79), in the District of 
Columbia effective September 2006, and 
– (1) amend the FY07 operating budget by $1.3 million in 

cost, $0.2 million in revenue, and $1.1 million in operating 
subsidy that will be paid entirely by the District of Columbia; 

– (2) authorize additional expenditures of up to $884,000 from 
the capital budget.

• September P&D Committee: Report on 
implementation plans for other priority corridors and 
seek approval to initiate additional bus capital 
improvements in FY07.
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