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PURPOSE 
 
To obtain indemnification for four Bus Manufacturers, New Flyer, NABI, Orion and 
DesignLine, for any claims arising out of WMATA’s operation or use of their 
demonstration buses.  
 
 
DESCRIPTION  
 
Over the next five years WMATA plans to purchase 500 new buses. Currently proposals 
from four bus manufacturers, New Flyer, NABI, Orion and DesignLine, are being 
evaluated. In order to more completely assess the various bus models, WMATA would 
like to test buses from each manufacturer in the Washington area operating 
environment.  Feedback from these demonstrations from customers, operators, and 
mechanics is important for a complete evaluation of each product.  
 
Vendors are willing to provide demonstration buses, and WMATA will insure them 
during the test period.  In addition, each of the vendors is seeking indemnification for 
any claims arising out of WMATA’s operation or use of the demonstration during the 
test period.   
 
Without this indemnification it is not certain that the vendors would be willing to 
provide test buses.   
 
 
FUNDING IMPACT 
 
No funding impact is anticipated.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Board of Directors indemnify New Flyer, NABI, Orion and DesignLine, for any claims 
arising out of WMATA’s operation or use of their demonstration buses. 
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