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Amend FY06 System Access/Capacity Program
For Reimbursable Project

Board Budget Committee
February 9, 2006
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Purpose

To request approval to add the budget for Transportation  
Association of Greater Springfield (TAGS) bus procurement, 
and to amend the Fiscal 2006 System Access/Capacity 
Program (SAP) by $611,279
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Key Information

• TAGS bus service began in October 1999 to help ease local 
traffic during the Springfield mixing bowl construction.

• Four nineteen passenger vehicles have been providing 
service.  They are nearing the end of their expected service 
life.

• Funding to purchase replacement vehicles and two 
additional vehicles is available from federal grant and 
matching funds from Fairfax County.

• This Budget Committee action establishes a project budget 
by amending the SAP.  All funding is currently available and 
no additional funding requirements are anticipated.
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Background

• September 2004 route changes resulted in TAGS buses servicing 
areas further east but not traveling west of I 95.  In September
2005 TAGS incorporated the shuttle service between the 
Franconia Springfield Metrorail station and the auxiliary parking 
at Springfield Mall, allowing the elimination of the separate 
parking shuttle. 

• To properly service the new route structure and provide one 
spare bus, a total of six buses are needed.

• TAGS buses transport 10,000 to 12,000 passengers per month, 
operating on weekdays only.

• TAGS is a reimbursable service through Fairfax County.
• Sufficient funds are available to purchase buses and equip them 

with electronic destination signs. The new buses will have the 
traditional Metrobus color scheme, not the current TAGS green.

• A procurement action for the bus purchase will be presented to 
the Board. 
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Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Committee approve the budget 
addition for TAGS bus procurement, and amend the Fiscal 
2006 SAP by $611,279










