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I.  Purpose

h To request Real Estate Committee and Board approval for 
WMATA to enter into a connection agreement with GSA for GSA 
to construct and maintain a canopy connecting the new U.S. 
Census Bureau headquarters to the existing WMATA canopy at 
the Suitland Metrorail station. 
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II. Background
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h GSA has requested permission to create a covered direct pedestrian 
connection (a canopy) between the new U.S. Census Bureau 
headquarters and the Suitland Metrorail station.  GSA will fund and 
maintain the canopy.  The entire pedestrian connection is referred 
to as the “Metro Connection.” 

h The GSA canopy will match the existing WMATA canopy between 
the Suitland Metrorail station and the WMATA parking garage in 
both design and material.

h In accordance with the Partnering Agreement between GSA and 
WMATA entered into on April 4, 2004, WMATA is precluded from 
charging GSA both a connection fee and a plan review fee. 
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II. Background

h The Suitland Metrorail station sits on property given to WMATA by 
GSA at no cost.
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III.  Project Overview

h GSA wants the Metro Connection so that pedestrians walking  
between the Suitland Metrorail station and the U.S. Census Bureau 
headquarters are covered from the elements. 

h GSA will own and maintain the canopy.  WMATA will continue to 
own and maintain the sidewalk which will be upgraded at GSA 
expense.

h As requested by MTPD, the Metro Connection will have 2 security 
cameras and 4 emergency telephones (“GETS telephones”).  The 
security equipment will be purchased and installed at GSA’s 
expense.  WMATA will own and maintain the security equipment.
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h WMATA will have the right to relocate or replace the Metro 
Connection (e.g., if the WMATA parking garage is expanded) with 
an interior pedestrian connection, at no cost to GSA.  

h During GSA’s construction of the Metro Connection, GSA will 
compensate WMATA for all metered parking spaces taken out of 
service.  WMATA is working with GSA on (i) a phasing plan to 
minimize the temporary loss of metered spaces; and (ii) possible
interim replacement parking at the Census Bureau headquarters. 

h The term of the connection agreement will be 25 years with a 
renewal term of up to an additional 25 years upon the mutual 
agreement of the parties. 6
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IV. Recommendation

h That the Real Estate Committee concur and forward to the Board 
for approval: (i) the Metro Connection; (ii) authorization for staff to 
complete negotiations on the connection agreement; and (iii) 
authorization to execute the connection agreement.
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h If approved, negotiations on the connection agreement will be 
completed and the connection agreement will be finalized and 
executed. 
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