
TITLE:  

U Street Metrorail & 14th St Bus TIIF Allocation  

PURPOSE:  

To seek Board approval of (1) the allocation of $500,000 from the District of 
Columbia`s portion of the TIIF to be used for pedestrian walkways, lighting, 
landscaping, bicycle facilities, car sharing and other infrastructure enhancements 
to facilitate access to and use of the Metrobus and Metrorail systems; and (2) 
authority to negotiate and execute a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
View 14 developer for the dispersal of TIIF monies in accordance with Federal 
Transit Administration criteria and approval.  

DESCRIPTION:  

The requested use of funds from the Transit Infrastructure Investment Fund 
(TIIF) is for transit-oriented infrastructure improvements that will improve access 
to and increase ridership on the Metrorail and Metrobus systems.  
  
Level 2 Development`s View 14 project is one of several new Transit Oriented 
Development projects proximate to the U Street/African-American Civil War 
Memorial/Cardozo Metrorail station and the Columbia Heights Metrorail station. It 
is approximately 1500-1900 feet from the U Street/African-American Civil War 
Memorial/Cardozo Metrorail station (depending on route) and 3000 feet from the 
Columbia Heights Metrorail station. Bus stops for routes going North and South 
are either at the property or within one block. The project is a mix of uses 
including retail and high-density residential, a combination that has proven to 
reduce resident auto usage and to increase resident transit and bus ridership 
when located with walking distance to transit. Its design, variety of uses, location 
and pedestrian links to operating rail and bus systems are intended to promote 
use of the nearby transit facilities. 
  
When completed, the development will include: 

185 apartment units in a nine-story tower fronting on 14th Street NW  
34,000 square feet of retail space   

To maximize the effects of the proposed transit-oriented design, transit use, and 
other revenue increasing aspects associated with this development, it is critical 
that the pedestrian pathways from the bus stops and rail station entrances be 
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well-lit, uninterrupted and attractive. Without these pedestrian infrastructure 
improvements, potential increased ridership and other economic opportunities for 
WMATA and the District of Columbia will be diminished.  
 
The $500,000 request for the proposed transit access improvements in the area 
of the U Street/African-American Civil War Memorial/Cardozo Metrorail station is 
expected to be recaptured over time in cost savings and increased revenue from 
ridership associated with the Level 2 development. Additionally, the infrastructure 
improvements will provide enhanced access for the broader business and 
resident community in the immediate vicinity of the U Street station. The 
convenience of the U Street area will be improved, attracting shoppers, investors 
and new residents to a previously underperforming area of the city.  
  
Providing wide, attractively landscaped, and well-lit sidewalks will enhance 
pedestrian access to the bus and rail systems and promote increased ridership. 
Car sharing facilities will encourage those who actively use public transit and 
either can not afford or choose not to have a car, reducing auto trips and the 
pollution associated with those trips. 

FUNDING IMPACT:  

RECOMMENDATION:  

Approval to: (1) allocate $500,000 from the District of Columbia`s portion of the 
TIIF to be used for pedestrian walkways, lighting, landscaping, car sharing and 
other infrastructure enhancements to facilitate access to and use of the Metrobus 
and Metrorail systems; and (2) negotiate and execute a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the View 14 developer for the disbursement of TIIF monies in 
accordance with Federal Transit Administration criteria and approval.  

 
 

District of Columbia TIIF Balance: $550,000 
This Project:   500,000 

Remaining Balance: $  50,000 
Remarks: Balance is as of December 2008 



SUBJECT:	 APPROVAL OF USE OF $500,000 FROM THE TlIF (DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA) FOR ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS TO U STREET/AFRICAN
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL/CARDOZO METRORAIL STATION AND 
14TH STREET BUS CORRIDOR 

PROPOSED
 
RESOLUTION
 

OFTHE
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

OF THE
 
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORTIY
 

WHEREAS, Level 2 Development's (the "Developer") View 14 Project (the 
"Development") is one of several new transit-oriented development projects proximate 
to the U Street/African-American Civil War Memorial/Cardozo Metrorail station and the 
Columbia Heights Metrorail station; and 

WHEREAS, The Development is approXimately 1500-1900 feet from the 
U Street/African-American Civil War Memorial/Cardozo Metrorail station, 3000 feet from 
the Columbia Heights Metrorail station, and within one block or less of bus stops located 
along 14th Street; and 

WHEREAS, When completed, the Development will include 185 apartment units in a 
nine-story tower fronting 14th Street, NW and 34,000 square feet of retail space; and 

WHEREAS, The Development is a mix of uses that has proven to reduce auto usage and 
to increase transit and bus ridership when located within walking distance to transit; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Development's design, variety of uses, location and pedestrian links to 
operating rail and bus systems, including pedestrian walkways, lighting, landscaping, 
car sharing and other infrastructure improvements (the "Infrastructure Improvements"), 
will facilitate access to and use of the Metrobus and Metrorail systems, and reduce car 
trips; and 

WHEREAS, To maximize the effects of the proposed transit-oriented design, transit use, 
and other revenue increasing aspects associated with the Development, it is critical that 
the pedestrian pathways from the bus stops and rail station entrances be well-lighted, 
uninterrupted and attractive; and 

WHEREAS, Without the Infrastructure Improvements, potential increased ridership and 
other economic opportunities for Metro and the District of Columbia will be diminished; 
and 
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WHEREAS, By letter dated July 29, 2008 (attached hereto as Attachment A), Board 
Chairman Jim Graham formally requested that Metro disburse TIIF funds allocated to 
the District of Columbia to Developer for construction of the Infrastructure 
Improvements; now, therefore, be it 

RESOL VED, That the Board of Directors approves the use of TIIF funds in the not-to
exceed amount of $500,000 for Developer's construction of transit-oriented 
Infrastructure Improvements and authorizes staff to negotiate and execute a 
Memorandum of Understanding with Developer for dispersal of the TIIF funds, subject, 
however, to any required Federal Transit Administration approval; and be it further 

RESOL VED, That the $500,000 be made immediately available for construction of the 
Infrastructure Improvements subject to the completion of the following conditions: 1) 
available funds in the TIIF; 2) receipt of any required Federal Transit Administration 
approval; and 3) execution of a Memorandum of Understanding between Metro and the 
Developer governing dispersal of the TIIF funds to Developer; and be it finally 

RESOL VED, That this Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

Reviewed as to form and legal sufficiency, 

1/ . j;) 'j
l~uc-J i:J v fAUff 

Carol B. O'Keeffe /. , 
General Counsel 
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ATIACHMENT A
 

SUI'," :"~ 
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-.< ',"\\. >~~;II~,r,,-,,"'o:l(' ,-on' 

COC\CIL\lE\1J3ER, WARD 01\£ ~ft.~~'''"!lk~~''. '"' 

COUl"CIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLl:MBIA 
THE AMERICAN 

EXPERIENCE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20004 

C:;<:lrversor. 

("r.',rr,lttee (,r· 

":(l:;n~ \It'rn~<.:r 

hOflH' (,I Dlr~C;(-,r<. v.';;~I,II;~:(1r 

V,e:"'r"!lt<lil ..!;,Jl':J Tr,~l'j[·\uth(l"T:. 

July 29. 2008 
Rr.:- .'" ,.- ,Ij'-0tL.'vCi' C 

John B. Catoe, Jr., General Manger 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
600 5th Street NW 
Washington. DC 20001 

RE: WMATA TIIF Funding Request for View 14 

Dear Mr. Catoe: 

I request that the Washington Metropolitan Arca Transit Authority (WMATA) Board of 
Directors consider View 14, a projcct being developed by Level 2 Development. as a 
candidate for funding 1Tom the Transit Infrastructure lnvcstmcnt Fund (TIIF). 

View 14 is a transit oriented development located between the U Street and Columbia 
Heights neighborhoods at 2303 14th Street NW, Washington, DC, 20009. This nine-story 
mixed-use development wi]] include 185 residential units and approximately 34,000 
sguare feet of retail. Construction of View 14 began in the fourth qual1er 01'2007, and 
delivery is expected in the fourth quarter 01'2009. 

View 14 meets the goals of the Transit Infrastruclure lnvestmcm Fund by achieving the 
li.1Ilowing: 

I.	 Increase access and ridership ofWMATA Metrobus and Metrorllil 
transportation; 

2.	 Intq,'ratc the design of the projcct with thc transit systcm and the community; 
and 

3.	 Promote complements to mass transit usc, such as bicycling, walking, and 
carsharing 

Please lind the attached materials which provide funher details on the project. 
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fryau have any comments or questions, please contact me or Jonathon Kass of my staff 
at 202-724-8152. 

Sincerely, 

Cc: Emeka Moneme, WMATA Boardmember 

Ene!. 
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level2.
 
DEVELOPMENT 

July 23, 2008 

Council member Jim Graham 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 105 
Washington, DC 20004 

RE: WMATA TIIF Funding Request for View 14 

Dear Mr. Graham: 

On behalfof Level 2 Development, I am writing to request that the \\'nshington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (\\'MAlA) Board of Directors consider View 14 as a candidate for funding from the 
Transit Infrastructure ]nvestment Fund (TIIF). Level 2 Development estimates that tlpproximately 
$1,305,408 in View 14 project costs are related [Q improvements ac.hieving TIfF goals. 

View 14 is a tTanslt oriented development located in between the IT Street and Columbia Heights 
neighborhoods at 2303 14th Street NW, Washington. DC, 20009. The mixed-use, nine~story site will be 
comprised of J85 residential units and approximately 34,000 square feet of retail. Construction ofYiew 
14 began in the founh quarter of2007, and delivery is expected in the fourth quarter of2009. 

Vie'''' 14 meets the goals of the Transit Infrastructure Investment Fund by achieving the following: 
1. lncrease access and ridership ofWMATA Metrobus and Metrorail transportation 
2. ilHegrate the design of the project with the transit system and the community 
3. Promote complements to mn..<;s transit use, such as bicycling, walking, and carsharing 

Anached to this letter you will find the follo'\\'ing supportive information: 
I.	 EXHJBIT A - Cost estimate of View 14 site publ1c space infrastJ1lcture improvements that 

promote \VMATA ridership 
2. EXHIDIT B - View 14 HArdscapc Layout Drawing
 
.'. EXHIBIT C· Map of nearby Me.\robus SlOpS
 
4. EXHIBIT D ~ Maps of nearby Green and Yellow Line MelroTClil SUitions 
5. EXHIBIT E - Rendering of View 14 
6. EXHIBIT F· Former site condition photographs 

Tl1ank you fur your consideration of View 14 as a candidate for funding from the TIH". If you have any 
comments or questions. pie-1St contflct me at (202) 483~ 11 ]0 or dfral1co(~!~~le\'eJ2(k:velopmcllt.C()1:1. 

Sincerely, 

L2CP, LLC cia Level 2 Development, LLC 
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EXHIBIT A· Cost Estimate of View JL;. Publi: Space infrastructure Improvement~ 

Item I Location Qtv Unit Unit Price Total 

andsca in 

Sireet Trees 

Tree Box landscapIng 

Continuous Planlino Paver Zones 

Tree Box Enclosure 

Plallls. ShrubberY, IITIgBtion, Other LandsCilplng Detail~ 

14th St.. Florida Ave.. Belmonl St. Sidewalk Improvements 

13 

13 
1 

13 
1 

470 

4,074 

4,857 

1 

'00 

ea 472,50 &,142.50 

ea 956.25 12,431.25 

,I 29,856.25 29,856.25 

eo 926.2S 12,041.25 

eo 17,618.75 17,618.75 

Curb and Guller 

Public Sidewalk. (Precast Banes. ConcretE Pave~), Including Be:rr,ont SI SIdewalk VVider.rng 

Detailed Scored Concrete 

Exlenor Building Lighting 

Handicap Ramps 

Retaining Wal! (at 14lh and Florida Corner) 

Grales In SidewalK Coverino Electric Vaults and 'Jault Covef;f1S 

If 
,I 

143.75 

16_BE 

67,555.31 

66748.75 

sl 8.75 42,498.75 

eo 56,250.00 56,250.00 

ea 3.75 l.8750Q 

1 

63 
1 

1 

1 

If 
,f 

3,750.00 

1,875.00 

3,750.00 

118,743.75 

Manhole Covers 

Railing 

Grouncl Flom Metal Awning 

:14th I .. Florida Avft .. Belmont t Road 1m royements 

Painting Crosswalks 

Street Paving Work 

Slreetlalle Stnplng 

Ulility Improvements 

Waterline RelDcation on 1"th Streel 

Pepeo Duclbank Relocallon on Belmonl Street 

Strertlights 

14th Slreetllghls 

Fklflca and Beimont Sl'eellighis 

Corneasl Buildin I IFlorida Ave 

Meta: af'O MeSQn!)' \'''alilo Screen CO'l1casl Buildtng from Public View from Sidewalk. 

ea 1,875.00 1,875.00 

If 

If 

8,50000 

43,750.00 

8,500.00 

43.7~0 00 

4 .. 312.50 1,250.00 

",BOO ,f 6.25 30,000 DC' 

1 .. 3,125,00 3,125.00 

1 

1 

, 

ea 
eo 

231,25000 

143,750.00 

2~U50.0r 

143.750.00 

ea 12,291.25 24,5S2.5C 

3 ea 12,291.25 36,873.75 

1 eo 50,000,00 50,000 DO 

1m rovements to Allev syslem 

Repavmg of EXlsling NMhlSoulh Alley 

Alley LighllOQ 

Zi car/Flu Car arkina soaces 

2 Par;"ln~ spaces In VIew 14 Garage 

Elevator Access to parkmg garace 

Bic ell" Stora e Racks 

Bicycle Storage RacKs in PubliC Space 

Bicycle 510rage Racks In View 14 Garaoe 

Misc. 

Pedestna:1 f,ccess al Rear Aile... 

Area Within Property Line 10 be used as Public SP<lC€ 

8.080 

1 

, 
3 

'f 
ea 

11.2~ 

18,750.00 

90,000.00 

18.750.0C 

, 

95.000.0C 

37,5('0.0( 

ea 
ea 

47,500.00 

12,!)OO.00 

8 

" 
ee 482.!>O 3,8&0.0[; 

ea 482_50 11.580.00 

1 

1 
ea 5,000.00 5,00000 

ea 31,250.00 31.250.00 

1,305,408 
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EXHIBIT C 

;\1ap of Nearbv Metrobus Stops 

Route: Nonhbound 52. 53. 54
Route: Southbound 5~, 53. 54 

Location: 14th and Belmont Slreel~
Location: 14ill and Chapin Streets 

Dist<mce: < 1 Block 
Disl<lllCe: < 1 Block 

View 14: 
Frontage on 14 th 

51.. Belmont St., 
Florida Ave., and 

'.' : alley 

- :. ,.1 '.,: 

. :·U.", .' .... ; .. 

ROUle: Westbound 90, 92, 93, 90, en. 9XRoule: bstbound 90. 92. 93. '!fl. 97. 98
 
Location: 14th and U Streets
 Location: 14110 and U Streets 

Disumce: 3 Blocks Dist•.mce: 3 Blocks 
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EXHIBIT D 

1\1 aps of 1'\ earby Green & Yellow Line :\1etrorail Stations 

U Street i Cardozo Sh,n,\' .\1crnxail Stenion
 
Distance: 4 Block.'>. Appro;\. 1.900 ft
 

Loc<ltion: 1yh and U Streel~ 

\ 
Vie",: 14: 

FrOnl3ge on 14:h 

51.. Belmont Sl.. 
Floridi.l A .... e .. and 

alley 

_ \ 
\
\ ,, , 
\ 

\ 

- •. , ~." 

\ 
, 
J 
.)
.,j 

'[ 

\

\' 

ColutnbiH Heights Metrorail Station
 
Dislancc: 6 Blocks, Approx. 3000 1'l
 

Location: 141.~ and Irving Streets
 

-~ 
• » -[J, 

.......
 
il' 

~ _

.:I, 

'I 

i 
\

D
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View 14: 
Fron!3ge on 141h 

51.. Belmom SL 
Florida Ave.. and 

alley 
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EXHIBIT E - View 14 Rendering 

Pl'rspcclivi.' from the !'oulh",cSI com~r or 14 1 
1; 51 and Florida A\'i..· .. IOt)king nonhcag\ 

-NOll': Landsc:lpe and slrceb;C<lpc plan nol accurately rendered \n im~g:c 
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EXHIBIT F - Former Site Condition Photographs 

Imago I: 2300 Block of 14'" SI.,!\'W 

Cobra Lights to be 
Replaced 

4 Curb CUI.!; on 14 lh St _. ~~ Narrow Side,..'"alk tv 
to be Removed be \Videned 

Image 2: Corner of 14th S1reet and Florida A':e.. ,.\\' 

-
Satellite Dishes and Anlcnna 

Tm\icr lO be Removed 

__ Comcasl Building to be 

Covered with Screen Wall 

Imago 3: 1300 Block of BoImu,,1 SI., NW 

I Curb CllI on Belmom St 
1.0 be RemlJ"'ed ",. 

~<1ITOW Sidewalk 

to be Widened 
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