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IDENTIFICATION

MEAD ID: 98907 ACTION: N/A  
Transit Service Change  

AWARD VALUE: (Not yet awarded)  CONTRACT: (Proposed) 
FUND SOURCES: 
(View)  

Systems Expansion 
Program CONTRACTOR: 

LAST MODIFIED: 12/14/2005     

DESCRIPTION
SUBJECT: Dulles Corridor; Public Hearing Authorization for Proposed General Plans Refinements 
PURPOSE: To obtain the concurrence of the Planning and Development Committee and the approval 

of the Board of Directors, as set forth in the attached resolution, to: 1. Hold a WMATA 
Compact Public Hearing jointly with the Commonwealth of Virginia on several proposed 
refinements to the design for the Wiehle Avenue Extension that was approved by the Board 
of Directors in September 2004, 2. Authorize the General Manager/Chief Executive Officer 
(GM/CEO) to release the Environmental Assessment, and 3. Authorize the GM/CEO to 
release the Public Hearing Staff Report for the Environmental Assessment and Proposed 
Revisions to the General Plans/Modifications to the Adopted Regional System, as soon as 
the report is available.  

TRANSIT SERVICE CHANGE CATEGORIES

ORIGINATION
INITIATOR DEPARTMENTAL APPROVAL 

DANIEL KORZYM on 10/12/2005 Approved by  SALPEAS , PANAGIOTIS     
10/21/2005  

PHONE: 202-962- OFFICE: CONS DEPT: Capital Projects Manageme 

COORDINATION (ROUTING)
OFFICE NAME ACTION/DATE 
(4110) SALPEAS, PANAGIOTIS Approved w/ Comments 10/21/2005 

CONS (4210) HAGGINS, JAMES Approved 10/14/2005  
LAND (7310) MALASKY, GARY Approved 10/17/2005  
OLIA (3131) HICKS, BEA Approved 10/21/2005  

PRMT (7410) JACKSON, LUCY Approved 10/24/2005  

FINAL APPROVALS
OFFICE NAME/ACTION

PLN_DEV_CMTE Approved w/ Comments for  by PANAGIOTIS SALPEAS  on 
10/21/2005  

OPER_CMTE Approved w/ Comments for OPAS by JAMES HUGHES  on 
12/23/2005  

BEMR Approved for  by HAROLD BARTLETT  on 12/27/2005  
GM Approved for GMGR by GMGR CEO on 01/09/2006  

BOARD BOARD WMATA  (Not Yet Approved)  
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DISCUSSION: 
 
As preliminary engineering for the Dulles Corridor Metrorail Project has advanced, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) has proposed 
several refinements to the design for the Wiehle Avenue Extension that was approved by the 
Board of Directors in September 2004.  These refinements include: 
  
1)   A shift of the alignment from the southern edge to the median of Route 7, 
2)   Reconfiguration of Route 7 travel lanes and replacement of service roads with an additional 
travel lane in each direction, 
3)   Narrower track centers (outside of station areas), 
4)   Simplified station designs, 
5)   Simplified aerial guideway structures and architectural treatments, 
6)   Use of at-grade mezzanines instead of aerial mezzanines at some stations, 
7)   Shorter and shallower tunnel section and shift of portal location on Route 7, 
8)   Alternative design for retaining walls, 
9)   Alternative design for the Tysons Central 7 station, 
10)  Relocation of Tysons West station’s bus bays, 
11)  Redesigned traction power system, and 
12)  Revised design for the connection with the existing WMATA Orange Line. 
  
Because these refinements may result in changes to the Project’s previously-documented 
environmental impacts, FTA has asked DRPT to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) to 
evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with the current preliminary engineering 
design and to ensure compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA).  In 
preparing the EA, DRTP has requested WMATA’s participation and support to ensure applicable 
WMATA Compact requirements are met. 
 
The Comprehensive Agreement to develop the Dulles Corridor Rapid Transit Project requires that 
any requested Deviation: 
1)   Is equivalent in safety with the relevant standards or plans and specifications; 
2)   Is recognized as good industry practice for comparable facilities; 
3)   Will not cause any material increase in operating and life-cycle costs for the 
        completed project; and  
4)   Is reasonably likely to achieve the estimated cost impact, including any savings. 
 
At such time as the financial plan for this extension is forwarded to the Board of Directors for 
approval, in accordance with the provision of Board Resolution 2004-45, it shall include 
information on any additional costs that may be associated with the final proposed refinements. 
  
DRPT will lead preparation of the EA, conduct community outreach activities, and lead 
coordination efforts with FTA and other agencies.  After the public hearings and associated 
reviews of its record, a formal NEPA decision on the design refinements will be issued by the FTA. 
  
WMATA would work with DRTP and its consultants regarding all Wiehle Avenue Extension EA-
related issues.   
  
The timely completion of the Environmental Assessment and any required WMATA Compact 
public hearings are critical to maintaining the Project’s implementation schedule. 
  
To facilitate timely completion of the review process, the Public Hearing Staff Report should be 
released for public review as soon as possible.  The Supplemental Public Hearing Staff Report 
Supplement and staff recommendations will be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval 
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when the documents are ready. 
  
ALTERNATIVES:  
The Board of Directors may decline to approve a WMATA Compact public hearing.  Refinements 
to the General Plans may not be incorporated into the final design until a hearing is completed.  
WMATA will not be able to advance its participation in the project until a public hearing on the 
refinements is completed. 
  
The Board of Directors may decline to authorize the GM/CEO to adopt the Environmental 
Assessment.  WMATA will not be able to take comments on the document until it is released. 
  
The Board of Directors may decline to authorize the GM/CEO to release the Public Hearing Staff 
Report.  WMATA will not be able to advance the Compact Public Hearing Process until the report 
is released.   
  
Any of the delays outlined above likely would jeopardize WMATA’s participation in the project.  
The approval and the authorizations described above do not commit WMATA to final participation 
in the Wiehle Avenue Extension project beyond any commitments already made. 
  
PRIOR APPROVALS:  
On August 12, 1999 the Board of Directors authorized the GM/CEO to negotiate and execute an 
agreement with DRPT for WMATA to provide technical management of the preliminary 
engineering and the environmental review of the Project (reference Board Resolution 1999-47). 
  
On December 9, 1999 the Board of Directors authorized the GM/CEO to execute and file grant 
applications for Federal funds for the preliminary engineering and the environmental review of the 
Project (reference Board Resolution 1999-73). 
  
On April 27, 2000 the Board of Directors approved an amendment to the FY2000 reimbursable 
budget of three positions and to include in the FY2001 proposed SEP budget the addition of 
twelve positions to support the Office of Extensions through the preliminary engineering and the 
environmental review of the Project.  
  
On May 25, 2000 the Board of Directors established a policy on the financing of the capital costs 
and operation of rail extensions, including new stations, to the 103-mile Adopted Regional System 
(reference Board Resolution 2000-35). 
  
On July 27, 2000 the Board of Directors authorized the GM/CEO to execute a grant application 
and a grant agreement for the procurement of buses for service in the Dulles Corridor for Phase II 
and for the SmartMover program, as requested by the Commonwealth of Virginia (reference Board 
Resolution 2000-49). 
  
On May 17, 2001, conditioned upon staff presentation of financial planning data, the Board 
authorized the GM/CEO to approve the Draft EIS and the proposed General Plans for the purpose 
of the public hearings and for the staff to hold the public hearing on these documents, as soon as 
the documents are available. The General Manager/Chief Executive Officer was also authorized to 
release the Public Hearings Report for public review, as soon as the Report is available. 
  
On April 18, 2002, the Board of Directors approved the 95% Draft EIS for submittal to the FTA for 
review and comment (reference MEAD # 31690). 
  
On June 21, 2002, the GM/CEO approved the public hearings documents and signed the Draft 
EIS. 
  
On October 1, 2002, the GM/CEO approved the Public Hearings Report for the release for public 
review. 
  
On November 21, 2002, the Board of Directors selected the Locally Preferred Alternative and 
amended the ARS, for planning purposes, for the Dulles Corridor Rapid Transit Project (reference 
Board Resolution 2002-54). 
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On July 17, 2003, the Board of Directors amended the IAWP and SEP budgets for additional 
environmental review and authorized the GM/CEO to amend the Federal grant on behalf of DRPT. 
After negotiations with the WMATA consultant and with the addition of WMATA staff costs, the 
budget amendment was $5.65 million, which DRPT accepted (reference Board Resolution 2003-
40). 
  
On September 25, 2003, the Board of Directors authorized the GM/CEO to approve the 
Supplemental Draft EIS and the revised General Plans for the purpose of the public hearings and 
for the staff to hold the public hearings on these documents, as soon as the documents are 
available. The GM/CEO was also authorized to release the Public Hearings Report for public 
review, as soon as the Report is available, subject to later submission of the final Staff Report to 
the Board for its action (reference Board Resolution 2003-45). 
  
On October 17, 2003, the GM/CEO approved the public hearings documents and signed the 
Supplemental Draft EIS. 
 
On February 6, 2004, the GM/CEO approved the Public Hearings Report for the release for public 
review. 
  
On April 15, 2004, the Board of Directors revised the Locally Preferred Alternative for construction 
phasing and other Project changes and amended the ARS, for planning purposes, for the Dulles 
Corridor Rapid Transit Project (reference Board Resolution 2004-15). 
 
On April 15, 2004, the Board of Directors also authorized the GM/CEO to sign the Second 
Agreement with DRPT for WMATA’s role of technical manager of PE and amended the IAWP, 
SEP, and Operating budgets to increase staff in support of PE technical management (reference 
Board Resolution 2004-15). 
 
On April 15, 2004, the Board of Directors also authorized the staff to hold a post-hearing 
conference(s) on alternative site plans and locations for the Tysons West Station, a tiebreaker 
station and a traction power substation. The GM/CEO was also authorized to release the Post-
Hearing Conference Report for public review, as soon as the Report is available, subject to later 
submission of the final Report to the Board for its action (reference Board Resolution 2004-15) 
  
On April 26, 2004, the GM/CEO approved the post-hearings conference documents. 
  
On July 3, 2004, the GM/CEO approved the Post-Hearing Conference Report for the release for 
public review. 
  
On September 16, 2004, the Board of Directors approved the Final EIS and final General Plans 
subject to fulfillment of Adopted Regional System Contingencies identified in Board Resolution 
2004-45; and the Board approval of any recommended changes in the LPA resulting from 
continuing coordination of the FTA, DRTP, and WMATA staff (reference Board Resolution 2004-
45) 
  
IMPACT ON FUNDING: 
  
This action in itself has no impact on funding. 
  
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION REQUIREMENTS: 
  
None applicable to this action. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Planning, Development and Administration Committee recommend and the Board of 
Directors approve the following, as set forth in the attached resolution: 
  
1. Authorization for a WMATA Compact Public Hearing to be held jointly with the Commonwealth 
of Virginia on several proposed refinements to the design for the Wiehle Avenue Extension that 
was approved by the Board of Directors in September 2004,  
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2. Authorization for the GM/CEO to release the Environmental Assessment, and  
3. Authorization for the GM/CEO to release the Public Hearing Staff Report for the Environmental 
Assessment and Proposed Revisions to the General Plans/Modifications to the Adopted Regional 
System, as soon as the report is available. 
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