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I.  Purpose 

To request approval of the Real Estate 
Committee and the Board of Directors for 
LAND to negotiate and execute a five-year 
lease with the Fairfax County School Board 
for the use of WMATA property for parking 
school buses
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II. Background 

WMATA owns approximately 9.4 acres of vacant land at Backlick 
and Industrial roads in Springfield, Virginia of which 3 acres is 
asphalt paved

The property is located across from the Backlick Road Virginia 
Railway Express Joint Development Site (8.2 acres)

WMATA acquired the property in September 1971 for 
construction of the Backlick Road Metrorail station which was 
later deleted from the Adopted Regional System

Property had previously been leased to Giant Food for trailer 
parking
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III. Fairfax County School Board Request

The Fairfax County School Board has requested to lease the 
property for parking school buses

The fair market rental for the property, as determined by WMATA 
appraisal, is $124,000 for the first year with 5% annual 
increases 

WMATA and Fairfax have agreed to a five-year lease with the 
first year rent of $126,000 and annual increases of 5%

Total five-year lease revenue is $696,230

The Lease contains a 90-day cancellation provision to provide 
WMATA with the flexibility for future sale, development or use of 
the property for operational purposes
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IV.  Recommendation  

That the Real Estate Committee and the Board of 
Directors approve the negotiation and execution of 
a five-year lease with the Fairfax County School 
Board for the use of WMATA property for parking 
school buses
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Backlick Road Lease - Aerial

Lease site

JD Site
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