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II. Community Input Process
Meeting #1: Project Design Update

▪ Introduced three exterior design options; launched public survey
▪ Meeting presentation, video and Q&A posted online at 

wmata.com/NorthernBusGarage

Meeting #2: Draft Design Conversation 

▪ Meeting serves two purposes:
▪ Request public comment on exterior design options
▪ Request invited Section 106 Consulting Parties to comment on 

historic properties
▪ Environmental issues will be the focus of Meeting #3
▪ Final survey results, meeting presentation and video will be posted 

online

Meeting #4: Final Design Presentation

▪ New exterior design concept (based on community input) scheduled 
to be presented to community

▪ Following meeting, new concept scheduled to be presented at Historic 
Preservation Review Board (HPRB) meeting in December

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction

https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/index.cfm
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▪ WMATA is seeking federal funds from FTA; therefore, the project is subject to Section 

106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

▪ Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires FTA to consider views of 

invited Consulting Parties and the public on identification of historic properties and the 

effects of the project on historic properties, and to seek concurrence with the State 

Historic Preservation Officer

▪ FTA is specifically seeking comment as it relates to the adverse effect pursuant to the 

National Historic Preservation Act on the Northern Bus Garage

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Role
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▪ Section 106 initiated (April 2019)

▪ Consulting parties identified and invited

▪ Area of Potential Effects identified (April 2019)

▪ Determination that proposed reconstruction 

would constitute an “Adverse Effect" on the 

Northern Bus Garage, which is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places as the 

Decatur Street Car Barn (April 2019)

▪ Identify potential minimization and mitigation 

measures in response to the “Adverse Effect” 

determination

▪ Receive and consider Consulting Party

comments

▪ Execute a Memorandum of Agreement to 

document mitigation and minimization 

measures to resolve adverse effects

COMPLETED ACTIONS REMAINING STEPS

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Section 106 Process

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction
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Existing Conditions

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction



WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY8 WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

▪ Seeking comments about the effects to the historic structure and proposals to 

mitigate and minimize effects to the structures from Consulting Parties

▪ Seeking questions and comments about the exterior design from the community

➢ Please submit your questions or a request for comment via the ‘Chat’ feature located at the bottom of 

your screen. You will be called on to ask your question live in the meeting.

➢ If the project team is unable to respond to your question during this meeting, you may contact us at 

MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com

➢ Summary of the Q&A will be posted to: wmata.com/northernbusgarage

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction

Discussion Period 1

mailto:MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com
http://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

Exterior Design Survey

▪ Presenting interim findings based on responses received October 13 – 27 

(233 survey responses)

▪ Survey responses indicate Option 3 is the most preferred design option

▪ High preference for options with public art murals 

▪ View that includes the historical façade chosen as most impactful to overall 

design assessment

▪ Final survey results, including summary of open-ended comments, will be 

available at wmata.com/NorthernBusGarage

https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/index.cfm
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Preference for View 1 – Corner of Buchanan St NW and 14th St NW

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

15%

81%4%
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Preference for View 2 – On 14th St NW, facing Southeast

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

12%

83%5%
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Preference for View 3 – Corner of 14th St NW and Decatur St NW 

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

14%

77%9%
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Preference for View 4 – Corner of Iowa Ave NW & Arkansas Ave NW, facing Northwest

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

44%

50%5%
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Preference for View 5 – Corner of Iowa Ave NW & Arkansas Ave NW, facing Southwest

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

47%

49%4%
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Preference for View 6 – Corner of Buchanan St NW and Arkansas Ave NW

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

25%

71%4%
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Q: Which Perspective is Most Important to your Assessment of the Overall Design?

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey

4%7% 4%

4%33% 39%
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Option 3 - Materials

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Exterior Design Survey
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction

Discussion Period 2

▪ Seeking comments about the effects to the historic structure and proposals to 

mitigate and minimize effects to the structures from Consulting Parties

▪ Seeking questions and comments about the exterior design from the community

➢ Please submit your questions or a request for comment via the ‘Chat’ feature located at the bottom of 

your screen. You will be called on to ask your question live in the meeting.

➢ If the project team is unable to respond to your question during this meeting, you may contact us at 

MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com

➢ Summary of the Q&A will be posted to: wmata.com/northernbusgarage

mailto:MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com
http://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit

Metro’s Art in Transit Program

▪ Incorporates visual and performing arts at stations and facilities to enhance the 

experience of the public and transit riders since 1988

▪ Exhibits aesthetically attractive public artworks that capture the Authority’s mission 

and reflect the artistic, cultural and/or historical interests of the surrounding 

communities

▪ Works with visual and performing artists, other arts professionals, architects, 

engineers, community representatives, jurisdictional arts councils

▪ The Art in Transit project is not a part of the Section 106 consultation
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▪ Call for Artists

▪ Artwork Review Panel

▪ Recommendation to GM/CEO

▪ Final approval

▪ Quality of the work

▪ Site-specificity

▪ Durability of materials

▪ Originality of approaches and 

methodologies

▪ Artist’s ability to complete the project

SELECTION PROCESS CRITERIA

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Selection Process and Criteria for Permanent Artworks

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit

Art in Transit: Sample Artworks
Takoma Metro Station

From Model to Rainbow, 2011

Sam Gilliam



WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY22 WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit

Art in Transit: Sample Artworks
Shepherd Parkway Bus Facility

North Star, 2012

Anne Gardner
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit

Art in Transit: Sample Artworks MTPD District II

Plume #3, 2014

Volkan Alkanoglu
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Art in Transit

Option 3: Potential Locations for Art in Transit
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Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction

Discussion Period 3

▪ Seeking comments about the effects to the historic structure and proposals to 

mitigate and minimize effects to the structures from Consulting Parties

▪ Seeking questions and comments about the exterior design from the community

➢ Please submit your questions or a request for comment via the ‘Chat’ feature located at the bottom of 

your screen. You will be called on to ask your question live in the meeting.

➢ If the project team is unable to respond to your question during this meeting, you may contact us at 

MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com

➢ Summary of the Q&A will be posted to: wmata.com/northernbusgarage

mailto:MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com
http://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/
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Present final 
revised design 

concept to Historic 
Preservation 

Review Board

Anticipated to 

begin Mayor’s 

Agent process on 

demolition permit

November 2020 November 2020 December 2020 January 2021

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

VI. Next Steps for Project

Conduct community 

meetings on 

environmental 

issues (11/10) and 

new design (11/17)

Engage w/ DDOT 

and provide 

update on the 

Garage designs

▪ Updates posted to wmata.com/NorthernBusGarage and shared via email

▪ Email MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com to join the project’s community 

contact list or request additional information

Northern Bus Garage Reconstruction: Near Term Activities

https://www.wmata.com/initiatives/plans/northern-bus-garage/index.cfm
mailto:MCAP_NBG_Reconstruction_Project@wmata.com

